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well enough—what modern folk are sometimes apt to forget-
that *a pennyworth of ease is worth a penny'. Furthermore, we
must remember that the work of the home was done by the
womenfolk. In well-to-do households these were assisted by
slaves; and there \vas a small class of really rich men who owned
a large number of slaves and were under no necessity to work
at all. Slaves and women therefore played a highly important
part in the background of Athenian life; and it will be well to
say something here of both in turn.
I.  WOMEN
The position of women at Athens in the fifth century, and,
indeed, in all Greece except Sparta, was very much lower than
in the times of which Homer wrote. The home was very strictly
their sphere; and life for them extended very little beyond it.
It was considered improper, as we have seen, for respectable
women to share the social entertainments of the men. Even if
caught in the courtyard of the house by a male visitor, they
would scuttle to the seclusion of their own apartments. They
could only walk abroad in the streets if accompanied by a slave
or other attendant. It was their business, as Pericles said in a
speech recorded by Thucydides, to be 'spoken of as little as
possible, whether for good or ill*.
During her maiden days an Athenian girl would remain
constantly under the eye of her mother and learn to fulfil her
domestic duties. She might never, like the stalwart Spartan
maidens, share the sports and amusements of the boys. Her
appearances in public would probably be confined to carrying
a basket of flowers or a pitcher of water in some religious
procession. Marriage was the inevitable goal to which her whole
life tended. To remain a spinster was the worst disgrace which
could befall a woman. When the two sexes saw so little of each
other, love matches were out of the question; and the betrothal
was arranged by the parents as a strictly business contract. The

